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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the rejection of Claims 10-15 under 35 USC §112, f 2 is 
respectfully requested in light of the foregoing amendments. 

The rejections of Claims 10-13 as being unpatentable over Kretschmann in 
view of Oberg et al. and of Claims 14 and 15 as being unpatentable over 
Kretschmann in view of Oberg et al. and Nixon, both under 35 USC § 103(a), are 
traversed. Reconsideration of each rejection is respectfully requested. 

Neither the Kretschmann patent nor the Oberg et al. document, and 
certainly not the tertiary Nixon et al. document, teach or suggest the concept of 
the here claimed mobile operation terminal being configured to accept an 
operation request to operate the power plant equipment which can be shut down 
by either the mobile operation terminal or the central control room. 

As explained at page 3, lines 20 to 25 of the Specification, it is therefore a 
primary object of the present invention to provide a plant operating apparatus 
and a plant operating method by which the plant equipment can be operated not 
only from a limited place (central control room, etc.) but also from the worksite 
where the plant equipment is placed. To achieve this, an operation terminal and 
wireless transceiver for communicating with the operation terminal via radio 
waves are provided, and the plant equipment is operated by transmitting an 
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operation request signal from the operation terminal via the wireless transceiver 
or transmitting/receiving section, and the network. 

Again page 5, lines 16 to 24 of the Specification, the applicants pointed out 
that an operation personal computer 30 (personal computer as an operation 
terminal) has a radio communication function for displaying the operating and 
screen concerning plant equipment 31 and letting a plant operator carry out the 
CRT operation of the plant equipment 31 from the plant worksite; a control 
device 32 for controlling the plant equipment 31; and a CRT display device 33 for 
displaying the status or condition of the plant. 

More detailed explanations of the operation procedure were given by the 
applicants at page 6, lines 10 to 27 and page 8, lines 12 to page 10, line 1. In 
particular, the shut down executed by the operation terminal is described on 
page 9, lines 22 to page 10, line 1 as "In case where emergency shut down of the 
plant equipment 31 became necessary (when abnormality or failure of the plant 
equipment 31 is found, for example), the worksite operator 11 monitoring the 
plant equipment 31 can shut down the plant equipment 31 timely by carrying 
out the touch operation 10, without the need of making contact with the central 
control room 3". 

As a consequence of applicants' novel and unobvious apparatus and 
method, an operator at a power plant worksite is still able to handle an 
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emergency situation in the event of an abnormality or failure in an part of the 
plant system through the mobile operation terminal. The cited documents teach 
systems that, at best, still require communication between a central station and 
a worksite terminal. Thus, such approaches do not provide the rapid response to 
an emergency as that provided by the present invention. 

Accordingly, early and allowable action is earnestly solicited. 

If there are any questions regarding this amendment or the application in 
general, a telephone call to the undersigned would be appreciated since this 
should expedite the prosecution of the application for all concerned. 

If necessary to effect a timely response, this paper should be considered as 
a petition for an Extension of Time sufficient to effect a timely response, and 
please charge any deficiency in fees or credit any overpayments to Deposit 
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Account No. 05-1323 (Docket #056203. 51 548C1). 



Respectfully submitted. 



February 16, 2006 
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